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"I den't know, aunt.” E?iﬁa}i 'Eﬁ E’

bending down and "Well. T know. It's jam—that's what it 15, Forty times I've said it you g IJ ‘;ﬂ‘??éa

ghe needed hreath to didn't let that jam alone I'd skin vou. Hand me that switch.™

1g but the cat. LEYDHIANHET

The switch hovered in the air—the peril was desperate—

*My! Look behind vou, aunt!™
poked out among the

uted the garden. Mo The old lady whirled round, and snatched her skirts our of danger. The

llated for distance and lad fled on the mnstant, scrambled up the high board-fence, and
dizappeared over it.
His aumt Polly stood surprised a moment, and then broke inte a gemle
laugh.

d just in time to seize

est his flight. "Hang the boy, can't [ never learn anything? Ain't he played me tricks
enough like that for me to be looking out For him by this tune? But old

t you heen doing in tools is the higgest fonls there is. Can't learn an old dog new tricks, as

the saying is. But my goodness, he never plays them alike, two days,
and how is a body to know what's coming? He "pears to know just how
long he can torment me befors I get my dander up. and he knows if he
can make out to put me off for a minute or make me laugh, it's all
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"Nothing."

“Well. 1 lay it 1 get bold of you I'll—" )
“Nothung! Look ar your hands. And look at your

She did not finish, for by this tme she was bending mouth. What 1S thart truck ™
down and punching uader the bed with the broom,

apd 50 she needed breath w punctuate the punches
with. She resurrected nothing but the cal.

"l dont know, aunt.”

"Well. 1 know. It's jam—that's what it is. Forty
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THROUGH them for so small a thing as
a boy: they were her state pair, the pride
of her heart, and were built for "style,"
not serviee—she conld have seen
through a pair of stove-lids just as well.
She looked perplexed for a moment, and
then said, not fiercely, but stll lowd
enongh for the fuminwe to hear:

"“Well, | lay 1if I get hold of you I'Il—"

She did not finizh, for by this time she
was bending down and punching ander
the bed with the broom, snd so she
needed breath to punctuate the punches
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with. She resurrected |1nlhinF bt the cat.

"Yeo-n-u TOM!"

There was a slight noise behind her and
she med just in time to seize a small
boy by the slack of his roundabout and
arrest his flight,

"There! 1 might 'a' thought of thar closer.
What vou been doing in thepe?™

"MNothing."

"Nothing! Look at vour hands. And look
at your mouth. What 15 that truck™

"I don't know, aunt."
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and then broke mto o gentle lough.

"Hang the boy, can't I never leam anything?
Ain't he plaved me tricks enough like that
for me to be Llooking oul for hun by tus
time?! But old fools is the biggest fools
there is. Can't learn an old dog new tricks,
as the saying is. But my goodness, he never
plays them alike, two days, and how is o
body 1o know what's comming” He "pears to
know just how long he can torment me
before T get my dander up, and he knows if
he can make out to put me off for a minute
or make me langh, i's all down again and |
can't hit bim 2 lek. T ain't doing my duty by
that boy, and that's the Loeds truth,
goodness knows, Spare the rod and spile
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well, man that 15 born of woman is of few
days and full of wouble, as the Seripture
says, and | reckon it's =0, He'll play hookey
this evening//{, and T'll just be obleeged 1o
make him work, to-morrow, to punish him.
It's mighty hard to make him waork
Saturdays, when all the boys iz having
holiday, but he hates work more than he
hates anything else, and I've GOT 1o do
some of my duty by him, or I'll be the
mination of the child."

Tom did play heokey, and he had a very
good time. He got back home barely in
season o help him, the small colored boy,
saw next-day's wood and split the kindlings
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